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e 517 complete and
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Great Books
of the Western World

A lifetime of inspiring reading

The Greatest collection of written thought since the beginning of Western history
Encyclopeedia Britannica is proud to offer one of the most acclaimed publishing
achievements of the 20th century, Great Books of the Western World.

This monumental collection compiles history's greatest written works, from the ancient
classics to masterpieces of the 20th century, which have shaped our culture and society.
Great Books of the Western World contains 517 complete and unabridged works from
130 authors.

REVISED AND EXPANDED

With 45 twentieth century authors,this magnificent 60-volume set
brings you centuries of celebrated writings from the greatest
minds of all time, including Plato, Shakespeare, Swift, Freud,
Hemingway, and Twain. Carefully researched and compiled under
the editorial leadership of noted scholar Dr. Mortimer J. Adler, each
finely crafted volume reflects the quality workmanship, accuracy, and
detail that have made Britannica one of the world’s most respected
names in publishing since 1768.

The new Great Books provide a well-rounded, liberal arts education in
many fields of study. Philosophy, religion, mathematics, psychology,
astronomy, politics, and anthropology are just a few of the areas you can
explore, from the ancient Greeks to such 20th century greats such as
Sigmund Freud, Franz Kafka, and T.S. Eliot. You will find Great Books useful
for practical, everyday needs, too, like speech writing and business presentations.

THE SYNTOPICON

Volumes 1 and 2 comprise the Syntopicon, a unique guide that enables you
to investigate a particular idea and compare the perspectives of different authors.
The Syntopicon organises thirty centuries of thought into 102 great Ideas, subsequently
divided into topics and subtopics to effectively explore the different viewpoints on
major topics throughout history.





