Mount Everest

aunl Everst the crowndmg peak on the et of
M ke Ciressl Himalavas of senthern Asia, Nes on the

bopder bedween ™epal and ke Tisel Au-
tomemons Keplon of China, @ 37739 N, 87 36° E. Reach-
ing an elevabien of 39,033 dest (3850 metres), 0 B the
||I:|E|IE!~I mamtas i othe woerkd Al the hgghest poand on
SR
Like other high pealbs m the region, Mount Everest hos
leng been revered by local peoples. s most commen Ti-
hednm name, Chomolupgma—rendered in Chiness as
(Wade-Griles) Chu-mu-lang-ma Fermg or (Pinyin) Zhumu-
limgma Feng—means “Geddess Mother of the World™ or
“Croddess of the Valley.” The Sansknil and Nepali name,
Sagarmatha, means likzmlly “Ovean Mother.” [s identity
as the Earh's highest poinl was nol rmecogned, however,
uniil 1852, when the governmental Survey of Indi estab-
lished that fact. In 1865 the mountsin—previowsly referred
o as Peak XV-—wax renamed for Sir George Everesd,
British sorvewor general of India from 1EI0 (o 1E43,
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Physical features

ki AMY ALY HELILE

The Himalayan mrpss were thrust upaard by lectomic ac-
lion & the Indinp-Australinn Plate moved nonhward from
Lhe sowlh and was sabducted (forced dowmwandp under the
Eumsian PFlalz following the collsion of the iwoe plales
ahowt 50 million yenrs ago. The Himalovas thenselves
started rising aboul 25 1o 30 millsen years ago, and the
Grreal Himalayas begam o lake iheir preseni form dunmg

Evercst B3

the Flesiooene Epoch {aboian 1,60 HE o 1000 years
apa), Everesd aid (s surronsding peaks are par of & langs
pouniakin massil ikt forms o focd polal, or knolb, of this
tecionie action in the Greal Himalayas, Information from
glohpl posibleang mEnmenla i oplace of Evercst siges
the late 19Me mdicatss (hat e moanian coninues G
move 0 Few imches to the northeasi and rise o frection of
nm inch =@ch vear.

Everest is composed af multiple lnyers of rock folded hack
on themselves (nappes). Rock on the lower elevations of
the mountain consisls of melamamphic schisls and gneiss-
&5, topped by igneous gramiles. Higher ap are found sedi-
mentary rocks of marime arigin (remnants of the apcient
floar of the Tethys Sea thal closed afler the collision of the
twe plates). Molahle = the Yellow Band. a limesione for-
madion Lhat is prominently visible just below the summil
Py .

The harren Southeast, Norlheast, and Wesd rdpes culme-
male im the Everest sommil; a shor distamce away & the
South Summil, a mimor bump on the Soultheast Bidpe wilh
ar elevalion of 2B, 700 feed (B, 7483 metresh. The mouniaim
can be sen directy Inom s nomheasiorm side, where
rses abonl 120060 [eel above (ke Plaleau of Tibked, The
peak of Champise (24,803 leel 7,560 melns]h rise o the
mirih. Khumbate (21,867 feot [6.665 motres]), Mupls:
(25791 fest [7.86]1 molres]), and Lhotse (2793 foel
[B.510 mwires]y swrround Everests base o ibe west andd
LTI

Everesl (= shaged like a thfee-sbded pyiamid, The (ks
penerally flal plarss consiiating the sdes are calksl faces,
ard 1he Nine by which oo Baees oun B knewn ag a fklge,
The Mol Face naes above Tibel and s boundsd by the
Mgl Bklge dwhich meels the Mortheast Riudged amd the
Wesl Bidpe: key featunes of this side of the mountain in-
clisde the Ciresl and Hommbein coplous (sieep gullies) anad
the Maorth Col @l the stard of the Morth Ridge. The South-
wesl Face rises nhowve Mepanl and is hounded by the Wesl
Ridge and the Southeast Bidpe; notahle features on this
sigle include the Scudh Col {ad the sard of the Souiheasi
Ridgep and the Khumbu Teefall, the ntler a jumble of lange
hlocks of ke thal has long been a dounting challenge for
climhers. The East Face—aor Kangshung Face—also rises
have Tibel and is boumded by the Southesst Ridpe and
the Mortheas Ridge.

The sammit of Everes viself is coversd by rock-hard smow

Tha Kt Faca of Mourn Evarast, sean from tha Rong Aker valay, Thal

Everest

Mamzware ol the 1821 Britieh recomaissance sapedion o Mosm Sverasl; Gacme Malory
s mignding = the tnp mw, lar righi
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Edmund Hilary e and Tanzisg Morgay prepanng 1o kove Luthar @, Jersiad, merber of tha 1963 LS. expedion (o Moeni Ewenssi, aporoaching the
the South Gol 10 esishis® the ridge camp (2amp 0 below i on Mey 22; the LG, fing fhes wos placed o May | by James W Weisaker, e S
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